
In 1973, Marilyn Buck was convicted of 
illegally purchasing 2 boxes of 
ammunition, items readily available at any 
hardware store in the United States. She 
was sentenced to ten years. Her real 
crime was being a member of the Black 
Liberation Movement.  After serving four 
years in Federal prison in Alderson, West 
Virginia, she was granted a furlough and 
did not return.

In 1985 Marilyn was recaptured and 
convicted of conspiracy for the successful escape of Assata Shakur from 
her New Jersey prison.  	 In 1988 she was given another ten years in the 
Resistance Conspiracy case, for "conspiracy to protest and alter 
government policies (the invasion of Grenada, intervention in Central 
America) through use of violence against government and military 
property". 

She has been in prison for 18 years, with a total sentence of 80 years.

Marilyn began her anti-racist activism as a teen in Texas, organizing 
against the war in Vietnam and joining the Students for a Democratic 
Society.  

Since her incarceration, Marilyn has continued her activism and was one 
of the earliest organizers of the the Free Mumia Abul Jamal campaign. 
She does extensive translation work for Spanish-speaking prisoners as 
well.  Marilyn is a prolific and successful poet.  In 2001 she won the PEN 
Prison Writing Program poetry prize and published a collection of poems, 
"Rescue the Word".  She is also a sculptor and an accomplished 
saxaphonist. 

Marilyn has recently completed her work for a bachelor's degree in 
psychology.
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